
Summer Reading 2009
Activities for Groups

Daniel Boone Regional Library



Do Summer Reading as a group! Any small group like an after-school
group, a child-care center, Adventure Club, a group of neighbors, etc.
can sign up for this simplified version of the program.

Teachers, child-care providers and other group leaders can sign up at
one of our libraries or bookmobile stops or online May 18-June 30. 

To participate all you need to do is complete 8 of 15 suggested activities,
marking them off on the form to keep track. The activies are varied
enough that you should be able to tailor what you do to your particular
group. Groups that complete eight activities will get a temporary tattoo
and library pencil for each child. 

We hope this program helps extend the reach of summer reading out
into the community, so that even kids who may never come to the
library will be encouraged to read over the summer.

Summer
Reading 
for Groups

This booklet is funded by the U.S. Institute of Museum and
Library Services under the provisions of the Library Services and
Technology Act as administered by the Missouri State Library, a
division of the Office of the Secretary of State.



KidCare Events  June-July-August

Columbia Public Library
Call (573) 817-7160 to register.

Children's Musician Jim Cosgrove
Monday, June 29 • 10:30-11 a.m.
Back by popular demand, award-winning kid-rocker Jim
Cosgrove knows what kids like to laugh and sing about.
Registration begins Tuesday, June 16. 

Country Hoedown With Storyteller Jo Ho
Monday, July 27 • 10:30-11 a.m.
From kissing a cow, to giving a pig a belly rub or chasing rabbits
through the pumpkin patch, these tales will be a hoot.
Registration begins Tuesday, July 14. 

Passport to Poetry Workshop
Monday, July 27 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Lure your preschoolers into language by learning how to dramatize, personalize, and
pantomime poetry. Storyteller Jo Ho teaches this participatory workshop. Two clock
hours, DHSS-SCCR approved. Registration begins Tuesday, July 14.

SoBoCo Public Library, Ashland
Call (573) 657-7378 to register.

KidCare Story Time
10-10:30 a.m. • June 9-12, July 8-10, 14, August 11-14

Stories for Twos
10-10:30 a.m. • June 18, July 16, August 20

Medications and First Aid in the Child-Care Setting
Thursday, June 25 • 6:30-8:30 p.m., Copper Kettle Restaurant
Learn how and when prescription or over-the-counter medications may be given to a
child and the basics of keeping children safe. Presented by Cindy Brengarth, child care
health consultant for Boone County. Two clock hours, DHSS-SCCR approved.
Registration begins Tuesday, June 16. 

Callaway County Public Library
To schedule a group story time or a tour, call Jerilyn Hahn at (573) 642-7261.



“Not a Box” Reading Nook Idea 
(derived from the book “Not a Box” by Antoinette Portis)

Items needed: Large boxes like appliance boxes,
pillows, decorations/props as needed by theme

Make a reading nook with your boxes, decorating them
like an airplane or a school bus and adding comfy
pillows or cushions for the kids to sit on. You can
change the theme each week, having the children
decide what they want the nook to be, if you want. 

Creative Crafts

Paper Plate Shakers
Materials needed: paper plates, dried beans, staplers, crepe paper, ribbon,
markers, crayon and paint

Have the children decorate two paper plates with crayons, markers or paint.
Staple the plates together around the edges, putting a few beans inside before
completely stapling closed. Crepe paper or ribbon streamers can be tucked
between the plates and stapled in place. 

Easy Rhythm Sticks 
Materials needed: cardboard tubes from paper towels or toilet paper,
markers, crayons and stickers 

Decorate two tubes with markers, crayons and stickers.

Drum Shaker (for older kids)

Materials needed: cleaned plastic individual serving cups (like containers
for pudding, yogurt or fruit), 9-inch round balloons, dried beans or beads,
thin craft ribbon

Ahead of time, cut off the necks of the balloons and cut ribbon into foot-long
pieces. Kids will drop a few dried beans or beads inside their cups and cover the
top of the cup with the balloon. Tie ribbon around the neck of the cup to secure
the balloon, and then roll the balloon up over the ribbon for a tidy look. For
decoration and more noise when shaking, string beads on the ends of the ribbon,
knotting the ends of the ribbon to secure the beads.



Dramatic Doings

Follow the Rhythm
With homemade instruments, simple sticks or
drums, have children follow different rhythmic
patterns that you clap or tap out.

Dance Like Me
Talk to the children about different
movements.  Make up a simple dance
that includes  things like jumping, clapping,
tapping and turning, dancing along to
music with a good beat.  Have the
children make up their own dances and
then let them lead the rest of the group in their
dance moves.

Group Story 
Gather story props such as hats, puppets or stuffed
animals, silly clothes, etc. Hand the props out to the children.
Give the children a sentence to start a story and have each
child add to the story by incorporating her prop(s). Write
down the story (on a board or big paper so everyone can
see) as it progresses. After the story is complete, each
child could draw an illustration to go with the story.

Guess What I Am
Act out different animals and have the children guess
what you are. Or, act out emotions for the children to
guess. Another variation is to have each child pull a
picture from a bag and then act out his picture for the other
children to guess. Older children can also lead this activity.



Dramatic Doings

Puzzle Me Story 
Ahead of time, cut out pictures from a familiar fairytale. Pass a picture to each
child, then have them line up to show the story in the right order. Have each child
tell his section of the story. For older children, let them mix up the order of the
fairytale intentionally, then re-tell the mixed-up tale.

Paper Bag Costumes
Materials needed: paper grocery bags, markers, crayons, glue, feathers,
glitter, stickers, elastic, yarn, etc.

Ahead of time, make a cut up the center on one wide side of each paper bag and
continue cutting into the bottom of the bag. Cut a circle in the middle of the
bottom of the bag for a neck hole. Then cut holes on narrow sides of bags for
arms. (For older children, you may need to tape two bags together.)

Let the children decorate their bags, making
any kind of creature, person or animal. 

Costume Activities 
Kids can put on their costumes and act out a
story. It’s also fun to add paper plate masks.

You can combine the costumes with homemade
musical instruments and masks, and then
and have a parade or pretend you’re a
marching band.



Artful Endeavors

Collage Concoctions
Materials needed: construction paper, old magazines or catalogs or
coloring books, crayons, markers, glue, scissors and tissue paper

Have the children pick pictures from magazines, catalogs or coloring pages that
remind them of their favorite story or book title. The children can glue the
pictures onto construction paper and decorate with tissue paper or other extras,
making a collage of the story they have in mind. Write the title of the story/book
on each collage.

Story of Me Quilt
Materials needed: scraps of fabric, (you could have the children bring in old
shirts, pants, blankets, or socks), scissors, cardboard templates of different
shapes or various cookie cutters, a picture of each child, glue, poster board,
markers and crayons

Let the children pick fabrics and shapes they like, trace shapes onto the material
and cut them out. Have the children glue their photos and shapes of material on
a piece of poster board. You can use this as a bulletin board display.

Pass It On  
One person/child draws a shape, then passes it to the next person/child. Once
everyone has had a chance to add something, give the creative masterpiece a
title and display.  

To extend the activity, you could write a story using the drawing as a starting
point. Have someone start with a word or sentence and then let each
person/child add to the story. Write this on a board or big paper. Display the
story with the picture or make a book, so each child can take a copy home. 



Games

Conductor Says
Play this game like you would play “Simon Says.”
Substitute ‘Conductor’ for ‘Simon,’ and have the children
play pretend instruments. Use phrases like
‘play the piano,’ ‘play the drums,’ etc.

Musical Chairs
Cut out large music notes and substitute the
notes for chairs. Play the traditional game of
musical chairs, having the kids sit or stand on a
note when the music stops

Red Light, Green Light
Play a version of “Red Light, Green Light”, but use the phrases “Music On” and
“Music Off.”

Twister 
You can make your own mat for this classic game out of a white sheet and
colored poster board or fabric.  

Match It Up
Find some pictures cut out and cut out the same shapes from black paper. Hang
the pictures on the wall. Have each child pull out a black shape and then have her
try to match it with the picture on the wall.



Rhyme Time

This Old Man 
This old man, he played one, 
He played knick knack on my thumb, 
With a knick knack, paddy whack, give a dog a bone, 
This old man came rolling home.

(Two/shoe, three/knee, four/door, five/beehive, six/sticks)

One Finger, One Thumb
One finger, one thumb, keep moving,
One finger, one thumb, keep moving,
One finger, one thumb, keep moving, 
And we’ll all be happy today.

One finger, one thumb, one hand, keep moving,
One finger, one thumb, one hand, keep moving,
One finger, one thumb, one hand, keep moving,
And we’ll all be happy today.

(One finger, one thumb, two hands, 
One finger, one thumb, both hands, 
One finger, one thumb, one arm,
One finger, one thumb, two arms,
One finger, one thumb, one leg,
One finger, one thumb, two legs, 
One finger, one thumb, one head)

They’re a Part of Me
(tune: “Wheels on the Bus”)

I can make my hands go clap, clap, clap
Clap, clap, clap,
Clap, clap, clap
I can make my hands go clap, clap, clap
They’re a part of me.

(Toes go tap, tap, tap. Feet go stomp, stomp, stomp. Arms go round and round.)



Rhyme Time

Two Little Feet
Two little feet go tap, tap, tap.

Two little hands go clap, clap, clap.

A quiet little leap up from my chair,

Two little arms reach high in the air.

Two little feet go tap, tap, tap.

Two little hands go clap, clap, clap.

Your Body Is an Instrument
Your body is an instrument and this is how it goes.

You click your tongue; you smack your lips,

You sniff your little nose.

You clap your hands; you slap your knees,

And then you stamp your feet.

You click your heels together; 

Making music sure is neat.



Books for Pre-K to 2nd Grade
Beaumont, Karen. I Ain’t Gonna Paint No More

Carle, Eric. Draw Me a Star

Cronin, Doreen. Wiggle

Foley, Greg. Thank You Bear

Krosoczka, Jarrett J. Punk Farm

de Las Casas, Dianne. Jump, Jiggle, & Jam: A Rhythmic Romp Through Story Land

Johnson, Crockett. Harold and the Purple Crayon

Archambault, John and Bill Martin Jr. Barn Dance! 

McPhail, David. Mole Music

Palatini, Margie. Mary Had a Little Ham

Pinkney, Brian. Max Found Two Sticks

Portis, Antoinette. 1.) Not a Box  2.) Not a Stick

Wilson, Karma. Hilda Must Be Dancing

Books for 3rd to 6th Graders
Balliett, Blue. Chasing Vermeer

Blackwood, Gary. 1.) Shakespeare Stealer  2.) Shakespeare’s Spy

Byars, Betsy. Me Tarzan

Danziger, Paula. United Tates of America: A Novel With Scrapbook Art

Hale, Bruce. Give My Regrets to Broadway (A Chet Gecko Mystery)

Krulick, Nancy. Quiet on the Set! (Katie Kazoo, Switcheroo)

Park, Barbara. Junie B., First Grader: Shipwrecked

Payne, C.C. Something to Sing About

Rueda, Claudia. Let’s Play in the Forest While the Wolf Is Not Around

Tolan, Stephanie S. Surviving the Applewhites

Urban, Linda. A Crooked Kind of Perfect

Warner, Gertrude Chandler. The Mystery on Stage (Boxcar Children Mysteries)

Waters, Rosa. Hip-Hop: A Short History

Winkler, Henry. The Curtain Went Up, My Pants Fell Down (Hank Zipzer #11)



Music CDs
All Time Favorite Dances, Kimbo Educational. Arr. Dennis Buck

Gill, Jim. Jim Gill Sings Do, Re, Mi on his Toe Leg, Knee

Greg & Steve. 1.) Kids in Motion  2.) Ready… Set… Move

Hot! Hot! Hot! Dance Songs (1, 2, 3 Sesame Street), Koch Records

Jenkins, Ella. Songs, Rhythms & Chants for the Dance

Reid-Naiman, Kathy. Say Hello to the Morning

Resources for Teachers/Group Leaders

Books (The following books can be found in our Educare Reference Section.)

Baltuck, Naomi. Storytime Stretchers: Tongue Twisters, Choruses, Games and
Charades

Freeman, Judy. Hi Ho Librario!: Songs, Chants and Stories to Keep Kids Humming

The Book of Echo Songs: I’ll Sing after You. Compiled by John M. Feierabend

The Book of Songtales: Stories in Song. Compiled by John M. Feierabend

Web Sites

www.dltk-teach.com/rhymes/heydiddle
Good site for children’s rhymes and songs, craft activities and coloring sheets.

www.enchantedlearning.com/categories/preschool
Another good site for rhymes and activities for children.

www.kididdles.com
Database of lyrics for hundreds of children’s songs.



Call or visit your library for more about Summer Reading.

Daniel Boone Regional Library
www.dbrl.org

Callaway County Public Library
710 Court St., Fulton, (573) 642-7261, TTY 642-0662

Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Friday & Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Columbia Public Library
100 W. Broadway, (573) 443-3161, 1-800-324-4806, TTY 443-6027

Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday 1-5 p.m. 

Southern Boone County Public Library
117 E. Broadway, Ashland, (573) 657-7378

Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Friday & Saturday 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Bookmobile & Outreach Services
1-800-324-4806, outreach@dbrl.org

Stops in Auxvasse, Hallsville, Harrisburg, Holts Summit, Mokane, 
Sturgeon, Williamsburg and in Columbia at the North County Shopping Center,

Bear Creek Neighborhood, Blind Boone Community Center and the
Columbia/Boone County Health Department.
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