
Melissa Carr Literacy Through the Arts Fund
Established in 2017 to honor Melissa Carr’s 45 years of dedicated service to the Daniel Boone Regional Library

Educators understand how the visual and performing arts can strengthen literacy skills. 
Studies from 2002 and 2010 by the Arts Education Partnership found that school children 
exposed to drama, music and dance are often more proficient in reading, writing and math 
than peers who lacked that exposure. Through the arts, children learn new words, improve 
creative thinking skills and develop a better understanding of other cultures and ideas.

The Daniel Boone Regional Library believes in the value of the arts as an early childhood 
developmental tool and as a touchstone throughout one’s lifetime. The library offers many 

educational and cultural opportunities that we hope enrich people’s lives in our diverse region and help create 
vibrant, literate and connected communities. 

We know that we’ve already made an impact on some families.

“The ‘Baby, Oh Baby’ music and story time is absolutely adorable and great for 
babies to experience time with other babies. The toddler time is no different. 
Excellent selection of books, amazing selection of music, decent selection of movies, 
and the time to rent them is astounding. The librarians are very friendly, easy to talk 
to, and always ready to help when needed. I am so glad to have a library like this in 
the city I live in, and will be glad to visit as often as I can.” ~ Michael M., 2017

“Thank you so much for sending Miss Carole and Clarence our way. Our little ones 
thoroughly enjoyed the Macaroni Soup Concert. The program was very educational, 
and Carole and Clarence are great teachers. We appreciate the generosity provided 
by the regional library staff.” ~ Karen J., 2014

We want to create more of these opportunities.

The Melissa Carr Literacy Through the Arts Fund was 
established by the DBRL Foundation to help the library 
expand arts and literacy programming. Starting in 2018, 
the library is planning a yearly large-scale community-
wide event to feature a noted musician, storyteller or 
other performing arts experience. Gifts to this fund 
in honor of long-time library director Melissa Carr go 
directly to help fund these important events. These 
gifts are tax deductible, and can be made at any time 
throughout the year.

With your help, we hope that everyone discovers resources that foster 
literacy and spark joy, imagination and a sense of adventure, and help them 
gain insight into themselves and their communities.

Melissa Carr
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